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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, 
manufacture, or composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement 
thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claims 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U-S.C. 101 because the 
claimed invention is directed to non- statutory subject matter. 



Referring to claim 4, the preamble of the claim sets forth an 
apparatus, however, none of the limitation are necessarily 
hardware. All of the claimed elements of the claim can 
reasonably be construed as software per se, thus the entire 
apparatus is software, per se. Software, per se is non- 
statutory unless claimed in combination with a computer-readable 
storage medium (see MPEP 2106.01) • 



Referring to claim 5, the method does not appear to have a 

useful, concrete, tangible result. The method concludes with a 

recognizing step, but doesn't perform anything based on the 

recognition. Per MPEP 2106, 

If USPTO personnel determine that the claim does not entail 
the transformation of an article, then USPTO personnel shall 
review the claim to determine it produces a useful, tangible, 
and concrete result. In making this determination^ the focus is 
not on whether the steps taken to achieve a particular result 
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are useful^ tangible ^ and concrete^ but rather on whether the 
final result achieved by the claimed invention is "useful, 
tangible^ and concrete (emphasis added) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
2 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S-C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 

invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only. if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language . 

3- Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C- 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Nishigaya et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,685,090 

hereinafter ''Nishigaya") . 



4. Referring to claims 1,2, and 4, Nishigaya teaches an 
apparatus and a storage medium on which is stored a program for 
recognizing a correspondence among identifiers in a system where 
an information processing apparatus shares one or more I/O 
devices with other information processing apparatuses over a 
network, the apparatus, comprising: 
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a unit for receiving a common identifier used in common 
among two or more information processing apparatuses for 
specifying an I/O device (see item 31 in figure 1 and lines 29- 
40 of column 4) ; 

a first reading unit for reading first I/O device 
information from the other information processing apparatus 
corresponding to the common identifier (see item 2 in figure 1 
and lines 16-23 of column 4) ; 

a second reading unit for reading second I/O device 
information from an I/O device given a peculiar identifier used 
by each information processing apparatus for specifying said I/O 
device (see item 4 and lines 4-15 of column 4) ; and 

a unit for recognizing correspondence between the common 
identifier and the peculiar identifier (see item 5 in figure 1) 
by comparing the first I/O-device information with the second 
I/O device information (see lines 5-16 of column 5) . 

♦5. Referring to claim 3, Nishigaya teaches the information 
processing apparatus to perform automatically the first reading 
step, the second reading step, and the correspondence 
recognizing step after receiving a common identifier in the 
common- identifier receiving step (see figures 7 and 8, note 
there is no user intervention after a receiving step) . 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U-S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Nishigaya in view of Ayukawa et al. (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,789,141 hereinafter ''Ayukawa"). 

8. Referring to claim 5, Nishigaya teaches a method for 
sharing one or more I/O devices with* information processing 
apparatuses over a network, the method comprising the steps of: 

a step in which an information processing apparatus . 
receives a common identifier used in common among two or more 
information processing apparatuses for specifying an I/O device 
(lines 29-40 of column 4) ; 

a step in which the other information processing apparatus 
transmits the first I/O device information corresponding to the 
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common identifier to the information processing apparatus (see 
lines 16-23 of column 4) ; and 

a step in which the information processing apparatus 
receives the second I/O device information corresponding to the 
common identifier (see lines 4-15 of column 4) , and recognizes 
the correspondence between the common identifier and the 
peculiar identifier by comparing the first I/O device 
information with the second I/O device information (see lines 5- 
16 of column 5) • 

Nishigaya fails to teach a step in which the information 
processing apparatus requests the other information processing 
apparatus to send first I/O device information corresponding to 
the common identifier. 

Ayukawa teaches, in an analogous system wherein peripheral 
devices are shared over a network, the above limitation (see 
paragraph bridging columns 3 and 4) • 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 

o 

art at the time of the applicant' s invention to modify the 
system and method of Nishigaya with the above teachings of 
Ayukawa in order to verify the communication- links as suggested 
by Ayukawa. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Eron J. 
Sorrell whose telephone number is 571 272-4160. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday -Friday 8:00AM - 4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Kim Huynh can be 
reached on 571-272-4147. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-38^^/9199 
(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. J^^^^- — — 

SUPERVISORY RM-ENT EXAMINER 




